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«Na schit po tri grivny»: distributive practices and the genesis 
of the thousandth organization of medieval Novgorod

Vladimir A. Arakcheev

Russian State Archive of Ancient Acts, Institute of Russian History of Russian Academy 
of Science, Moscow, Russia, arakk@rambler.ru

ORCID ID 0000–0002–8389–3806

Abstract. The article is devoted to the study of the socio-political struggle in 
Novgorod of the XII–XV centuries, most clearly manifested in the “uprising” of 1207. 
The result of the  erce struggle of the opposing boyar groups was the con  scation and 
division between the novgorodians of the property of the Miroshkinich posadnik family. 
Because the this method of action of the rebels has been repeated for three centuries, we 
will call it “distributive practices”. The article substantiates the hypothesis according 
to which the participation of the population of Novgorod in defense and citywide 
improvement was achieved by dividing the territory of Novgorod into equal areas, which 
were called “shields”. For the convenience of their organization, a decimal system of 
division into hundreds, common to Indo-European peoples, was used, which functioned 
already at the beginning of the XI century. Being intended for the assignment of military 
mobilization duties and duties of the population for urban improvement, the system of 
hundreds of “shields of the earth” naturally became the basis for the distribution of 
property con  scated from defeated boyar groups. During 1137–1421, the Novgorod  rst 
chronicle recorded 15 cases of armed clashes, accompanied by the seizure, robbery and 
arson of courtyards and/or expropriation of property and  nances, and in 7 cases it was 
the expropriation of property that was the decisive result of the collision. The process of 
progressive development of republican statehood, which included the differentiation of 
princely power and posadnichestvo in the  rst third of the XII century, the appearance of 
the republican tysyatsky at the end of the XII century, the reforms of the posadnichestvo 
of the late XIII and mid-XIV centuries, did not affect the archaic forms of distributive 
practices. Moreover, outbreaks of the struggle accompanied by expropriations occur just 
in the decades following the reforms, but fade to nothing by the second quarter of the XV 
century. The editing of the Novgorod court charter carried out in 1422 transferred violent 
distributive practices to the category of criminal ones, qualifying them as “hit-and-run” 
and “robbery”.

Keywords: «boyar», «posadnik», distributive practices, thousand organization, 
«tysyatsky», hundred, «sotsky», shield, «hryvnia».

For citation: Arakcheev, V.A. (2023), “«Na schit po tri grivny»: distributive practices 
and the genesis of the thousandth organization of medieval Novgorod”, Istoricheskie 
zapiski, no. 22 (140), pp. 9–35. DOI: 10.25986/ISN.2023.36.85.002.
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Abstract. The paper devoted to the problematic issues of the medieval history of 
Kazan of the Khanate epoch. The events related to Kazan of the Khanate epoch are 
signi  cant in the formation of the Russian state. The extensive historiography of the issue 
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demonstrates the urgency of the scienti  c topic in understanding the processes that took 
place in Eastern Europe in the XV–XVI centuries. Comprehensive analysis of various 
historical sources of medieval Kazan allows us to expand our understanding of the 
peculiarities of the city development in this period and to reconstruct its topography. The 
revealed uniqueness of the area development of different parts of the city gives a reason 
for expanding research tasks to study the social, economic and political life of the city 
and the khanate. The distinguished components of the city, tied to modern topography, 
show its multi-part structure, consisting of an unforti  ed trade and craft quarter, walled 
posad, kremlin (arch) and the Khan’s yard. Monumental structures, residential buildings 
and street directions revealed during archaeological studies demonstrates the level of 
urban life development. The development of urbanism in Khanate Kazan in  uenced the 
formation of the city after its capture. Many elements of urban planning, monumental 
structures have been survived for a long time and were part of the urban landscape.

Keywords: Kazan, Russia, khanate, city, topography, archaeology, historiography, 
Middle Ages, historical sources, Volga, kremlin, posad (trade and craft quarter), ostrog 
(wooden fortress), war, population.
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Abstract. For the  rst time, the article publishes documents relating to the 
excavations in 1927 of the site of the  rst glass factory in Russia. It was created in 
1634–1638 and worked until 1760. The plant was created by a family of immigrants 
from Brabant, the Koyets, the  rst of whom appeared in Russia in 1630 as a cannon 
master, but in 1634 he already received from the government the right to buy 16 land 
plots in the Moscow district for the organization of production. The site of the  rst 
plant was the wasteland of Dukhanino, not far from Voskresensk, a settlement of the 
New Jerusalem Monastery on the river. Istra. The plant produced pharmaceutical 
glass and square bottles of several sizes. Up to 10 European craftsmen and auxiliary 
workers worked at the plant. Raw materials were  rst received entirely from abroad, 
but by the 1670s. have already mined their own, in the vicinity. The plant is mentioned 
in the notes of Nikolaas Witsen of the 1660s, in the book of I.-G. Kielburger 1670s 
and in local business documents from the 1640s. Excavations in its place in 1927 
were led by prominent historians of Russian life (N.A. Baklanova, P.N. Miller) and 
the outstanding technologist, engineer, artist and historian A.V. Filippov. Information 
about the excavations was considered almost completely lost. However, in the archive 
of A.V. Filippov, drawings, drawings and notes have been preserved, allowing to 
restore the course of research and some of the results. Of particular interest are the 
analysis of the physical and chemical composition of glass and refractory clay from 
technological vessels made immediately after the excavations. Since 4,000  nds made 
during excavations have been lost, the publication of the found archive is important 
for the history of glassmaking in Russia, for assessing multidisciplinary research in 
the USSR in the 1920s, and also for the development of the young branch of modern 
archeology in Russia.

Key words: early modern times, industrial archeology, foreigners in Russia, trade in 
Russia, archaeological methods, glass vessels.
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Abstract. This article discusses the problem of gender equality in post–revolutionary 
Russia. To begin with, it shows how the leaders of the ruling party were trying to solve 
the issue. On the one hand, they were eager to keep their adherence to ideas of the 
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founders of Marxism, but on the other hand, they had to consider the traits of Russian 
reality. The author of the article displays what was realistic in these views and found its 
implementation, and what was too radical, utopian. The  rst step in the realization of 
the accepted ideas was the development of an appropriate legislative framework, but 
also it was necessary to adjust a system of education to the current reform. The creation 
of the «new man» was called one of the prerequisites for building a communist society. 
There was also formed the image of a «new woman» who should has been able to take an 
active part in all spheres of life – politics, economics, and the social activities. Attitudes 
towards family and everyday life were changing; there was a search for opportunities to 
combine the traditional functions of a woman with her new role in society. The article 
analyzes the methods of Soviet education that were used during the period indicated, 
reveals their strengths and weaknesses, for the implementation of the ideas of gender 
equality in particular.
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Abstract. This paper deals with a little-studied episode in the biography of 
A.Ya. Vyshinsky (1883–1954), viz., the circumstances around his inclusion in the Soviet 
nomenklatura and his  rst practical steps as a Stalin’s diplomat. Vyshinsky became well 
known in the USSR and abroad after he acted as a state prosecutor at three Moscow 
political trials in 1936–1938.

In 1939, thanks to Stalin’s patronage, he was appointed the deputy of V.M. Molotov 
who was the head of the Soviet government at the time. In the same year, he was elected 
a member of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks and 
an academician of the USSR Academy of Sciences.

Fundamental changes in Vyshinsky’s career and life took place in early September 
1940. He was made the  rst deputy of V.M. Molotov, who was then People’s Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs.

In the prewar period (before the German invasion of the USSR on June 22, 1941), 
Vyshinsky’s everyday political life was quite active. He conducted talks with representatives 
of several states (England, Germany, Turkey, Japan and others) during which important 
international problems were discussed. By the nature of his work, Vyshinsky participated 
in diplomatic receptions arranged by Molotov and foreign ambassadors. In the latter 
case, he carefully compiled accounts of his conversations with foreign diplomats and sent 
them to Stalin and Molotov.

Vyshinsky performed a number of special tasks; in particular, he was one of those 
charged with liberating former soldiers of the international brigades who participated in 
the Spanish Civil War from the French camps.

The period 1940–1941 was an important stage in the career of A.Ya. Vyshinsky as a 
Stalin’s diplomat. It determined his rise in importance during the Great Patriotic War 
1941–1945 and in the post-war period (1945–1954).

 words: A.Ya. Vyshinsky, V.M. Molotov, People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, 
foreign policy, diplomacy of the USSR 1940–1941, political everyday life.
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Abstract. The article is devoted to the analysis of the most important aspects of everyday 
life of Soviet citizens during the Great Patriotic War. The focus of this work is on the key 
issues in the life of ordinary industrial workers – how did the salary change? How did 
the card system work? What were the functions of the ORSs? What were the opportunities 
to purchase food and consumer goods outside the rationing system? How, as a result of 
the interaction of card trading and collective farm trading, did Soviet citizens eat during 
the war’s hard times? What are the immediate living conditions of Soviet citizens and 
how did these conditions change during 1941–1945? Having considered these issues, it 
was possible to establish that, although among the urban population there was a certain 
layer of people who had signi  cant  nancial savings, the vast majority of the townspeople 
lived practically “from pay to pay”. Despite the fact that the bulk of food products came 
to the townspeople through the system of card supply at relatively low “normalized” 
prices, there was barely enough cash to redeem the cards. Therefore, in order to purchase 
something on the market in excess of the rationed diet, the townspeople had to sell on 
the same market certain manufactured products received on cards. In this situation, the 
townspeople were involuntarily forced to develop certain survival strategies. Someone 
sought to get a job at the enterprise of the “bread” department, where one could count 
on supplies at higher rates, a second hot meal, attachment to the “rich” ORS. Someone, 
relying only on himself, concentrated his efforts on his individual garden. One way or 
another, on average in the USSR, the level of caloric content in the diet of Soviet citizens 
did not reach pre-war values even by 1945.

Key words: the Great Patriotic War, the history of everyday life, the history of 
Stalinism, the history of the economy, survival strategies, the Soviet city during the war.

For citation: Mukhin, M.Yu. (2023), “Urban everyday life during the Great Patriotic 
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Abstract. The article analyze measures to improve the culture of production, labor 
protection, safety and health of workers of the factories of the People’s Commissariat of 
Aviation Industry of the USSR during the Great Patriotic War. Special attention is paid 
to the enterprise located on the territory of the Volga region. Working conditions directly 
affected the quality of products manufactured by aircraft manufacturers. As a rule, the 
old production sites looked better, where there was no explosive growth in the number 
of personnel. In the evacuated factories in 1941–1942, problems with food, housing, the 
condition of workplaces, transport, medical and household services acquired critical 
proportions, served as a reason for violation of discipline. The author comes to the 
conclusion that not only the heads of enterprises were involved in solving these issues, 
but also party organizations, factory committees of the trade union, which increased 
allocations and strengthened preventive and propaganda work. Some successful 
initiatives of labor collectives (for example, on the prevention of infectious diseases or 
sewing shoes) were supported and replicated at the level of the Central Council of the 
Trade Union and People’s Commissariat of Aviation Industry. Due to limited resources, 
most of the measures to improve the culture of production, occupational safety and health 
were taken in 1943–1945.
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Abstract. The article reconstructs the history of the sketches and of  cial stamps of 
the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences and Arts – the Imperial Academy of Sciences 
for two centuries, while it was in the northern capital of Russia. Under Catherine I, 
the Academy of Sciences used a seal with the state emblem, like the stamps of other 
state departments and of  ces of the post-Petrine era. In 1735, the «Chief Commander» 
of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences Baron J.A. von Korff managed to meet the 
approval of Anna Ioannovna of Russia to the print stamp that had been agreed upon by 
the Conference (General Meeting) of the Academy of Sciences. This seal was used by the 
Academy until the accession of Paul I. In 1908, the General Assembly of the Imperial 
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Academy of Sciences unanimously decided to petition the executive to resume the use 
of the seal of 1735, which was supported by the Council of Ministers and approved by 
Nicholas II. Thus, the seal of 1735 was used by the Academy of Sciences from 1735 to 
1799 and then from 1908 to 1917 again.
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Abstract. After the Revolution 1917, the party and state authorities developed 
projects for the management of science and the creation of a scientific center 
coordinating and directing scientific research in the interests of socialist 
construction. The Academy of Sciences did not accept the October Revolution, 
but was looking for forms of relations with the Bolshevik government. There 
were also her opponents in the Soviet leadership. The 200th anniversary of the 
Academy of Sciences in 1925, which received international resonance, became a 
definite milestone in the relations between government and science. The Politburo 
of the CC of the CPSU (b) and the SNK of the USSR assigned the role of the All-
Union scientific center to the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. The process of 
“conquest” and “socialization” of the Academy began with the use of various forms 
of pressure: from changing the charter and promoting communists to political 
repression (“The Academic Trial”). At the same time, there was a consistent 
reform of the Academy and its large-scale development. Academic research was 
not without resistance included in the system of planning the national economy, 
providing five-year plans. Another milestone in the history of the Academy was 
its subordination directly to the government and the organization of relocation to 
Moscow. Grandiose plans to transfer the Academy to the new capital of the state 
were not fully implemented. Part of the academic science has been preserved in 
Leningrad. Ideological, administrative and political pressure on the Academy 
during this period caused considerable damage to the development of academic 
science. At the same time, thanks, among other things, to the efforts of the state to 
develop it, the USSR Academy of Sciences has become one of the world’s largest 
centers of scientific research.
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second half of the 1960s – early 1970s. The article is based on the study of letters from 
Soviet historians to Hungarian colleague, which are preserved in the Department of 
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scienti  c contacts, without which he could not imagine development Byzantine studies. 
Ideological barriers were not perceived by him as obstacles, science was in the  rst 
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414 Odd lení dokumentace Ústavu d jin um ní AV R. Fond «Archeologický institut N. P. Kondakova». 
KI–14, Moravcsik Gy., 1927–1943, 68, II.

415 Magyar Tudományos Akadémia Könyvtár és Információs Központ, Kézirattár és régi könyvek 
gy jteménye, Gy. Moravcsik (  – MTAK). Ms. 1233/704.

416  ,            -
.           12  1946 . (MTAK. Ms. 

1233/536).
417 MTAK. Ms. 1233/536.
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Abstract. The history of defending a D.Litt dissertation in philology by Jeremiah 
Isaevich Ioffe is one of the dramatic pages of Soviet human sciences of the pre-war 
period. It took long eight years from the application for the assignment of the degree 
without defense to the very defense and approval in the academic title of Doctor 
of Science. This publication brie  y traces the chronology of events and introduces 
into scienti  c circulation a number of documents which are directly related to this 
process: the opening and closing words of I.I. Ioffe himself, reviews of opponents – 
O.M. Freidenberg, B.M. Eikhenbaum and V.A. Desnitsky (1940), additional reviews 
by I.M. Nusinov (1942), V.N. Lazarev and S. A. Bugoslavsky (1943). These documents 
are important for reconstructing the understanding of not only the essence of cultural 
history as interpreted by I.I. Ioffe, the supporters and opponents of his synthetic theory 
of arts; they mark out the most important elements of the culture of the history of 
Soviet pre-war science – the culture of historical research, the scienti  c environment 
in which I.I. Ioffe created. The “nonlinearity” of the research method of I.I. Ioffe, 
his complete inconsistency with his direction in cultural studies and philology of 
the 1930-s, distinguish the works of I.I. Ioffe among those of his contemporaries, on 
the other hand, they demonstrate that the Soviet scienti  c environment was multi-
layered, the evolution in which could be multidirectional.
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Abstract. The paper is devoted to the features and trends in the coverage of the 
socio-cultural phenomenon of the Russian abroad in the domestic scienti  c literature. 
It presents an overview of the main stages in the development of the historiography 
of the Russian diaspora in the recent period and considers the most signi  cant 
publications of the mid-2010s – 2022 devoted to the history and culture of the Russian 
abroad. The authors note that this thematic area of Russian humanities is the main, 
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historiography of the Russian emigration of the 20th century and continues to 
develop quantitatively and qualitatively. Classical Russia abroad of the 1920s-1930s, 
as well as the creative heritage of the “second” and “third” waves, remains in the 
focus of researchers’ attention. The authors state that within the framework of this 
thematic area, there is a predominance of literary problems. Signi  cant research 
activity of in-depth development of the history and modern appearance of the Russian 
Far Eastern abroad is due to the relevance of the Eurasian vector in domestic 
science. The article formulates a number of topical scienti  c tasks in the  eld of 
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theoretical approaches to understanding the role and place of this phenomenon in the 
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